FEDERATION OF AMERICAN CONSUMERS AND TRAVELERS

- NEWS RELEASE FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Filing Your Tax
Returns With E-File
EDWARDSVILLE, IL, January 20, 2010 - IRS “e-file” opened for business January 15.
The Internal Revenue Service debuted e-file nationally in 1990, delivering 4.2 million tax returns.
Last year, IRS e-file delivered 95 million tax returns, 66 percent of all returns filed.
According to IRS, there are numerous advantages to e-filing:
Taxpayers typically receive an acknowledgement within 48 hours that the IRS has accepted or
rejected their returns. Paper filers do not receive any acknowledgement.
If the IRS rejects an e-filed return, it will provide more specific explanations of the errors that caused
the rejection. This will enable taxpayers to make corrections and quickly resubmit their returns.
Additionally, by using e-file and direct deposit, taxpayers can get their refunds in as few as 10 days.
Taxpayers even can opt to have their refund deposited into two or three financial accounts or buy a
U.S. Savings Bond.
For those who owe additional tax, e-file is still purported to be the best option. People can file now
and pay later, as long as the payment is received by April 15. Taxpayers can set the date for an
automatic withdrawal from their financial accounts or they can pay by credit card. People also can efile and pay by check by simply attaching the payment to a voucher that is mailed to the IRS.
Other e-file benefits include a reduced error rate (1 percent compared to nearly 20 percent on a paper
return), which means a decreased likelihood of hearing from the IRS. Also, federal tax returns are
delivered to the IRS through a highly secure, encrypted transmission system to ensure
confidentiality.
There are three ways to use e-file: through tax preparers, through most tax preparation software, or
through IRS Free File. The IRS does not charge for e-file. Many tax preparers and software products
also offer free e-filing with their services.
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